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The diffusion of a postal relay system
in premodern Eurasia

Information, the control of information and its speed of circulation have always
been central preoccupations for States. In the 13th century, the Mongols conquered
China, borrowed the imperial postal relay system and diffused it throughout all the
conquered territories: Central Asia, Russia, Iran, Iraq. This postal service enabled
them to transport all sorts of strategic information rapidly. When they invaded Syria
and Palestine, they installed a postal relay network there. In September 1260, the
Mongol armies were beaten in Palestine and Syria by the Maml{ik Sultanate troops,
who in turn, borrowed the Mongol postal relay system and installed it throughout
the Sultanate. Then, towards the end of the 14th century, the Duchy of Milan created
the first European postal relay, which appeared to be modelled on the Mongol or
Mamlak postal systems. However, in Europe, the postal service underwent a trans-
formation that had singular political and cultural consequences: the State made the
postal service available to individuals, in exchange for payment. From then on, the
postal service transported private correspondence where individual worries, emo-
tions and projects were formulated. In this way, the postal institution contributed
to a certain degree and in its own way, to the construction of the modern individual.
This volume examines the phenomenon of diffusion itself as well as questions per-
taining to information and its links with the State and the individual in different Eu-
rasian cultures.
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